“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And
the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”” Luke 2:8-11 (ESV)

. Jesus’ entry into the world began the

of its hope.

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.”

Titus 2:11-14 (ESV)

“‘And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.”” Luke 2:12-15 (ESV)

. By His gracious gift of faith, God makes hope in Jesus

“By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God.” 7 John 4:13-15 (ESV)

“And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life.”

1John 5:11-13 (ESV)

“And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in
her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.” Luke 2:16-20 (ESV)

3. Faith-confirmed hope brings to

persevere and a strong desire to .

“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And
again it is said, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again, ‘Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah
says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in
him will the Gentiles hope.”” Romans 15:8-12 (ESV)



